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Re: Endorsement of Nomination for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize ABDIAS NASCIMENTORe: Endorsement of Nomination for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize ABDIAS NASCIMENTORe: Endorsement of Nomination for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize ABDIAS NASCIMENTORe: Endorsement of Nomination for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize ABDIAS NASCIMENTO    
    
Dear Dr. Lundestad, 
 
I am honored to write in support of the nomination of Abdias Nascimento, a citizen of Brazil, to 
the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize, as indicated in the letter signed by Professor Clovis BRIGAGÃO. 
That nomination is a tribute to seven decades of struggle for the recognition of the right of the 
black people of Brazil to enjoy all of the fruits of democracy, in a land where they have always 
suffered discrimination and social neglect.  
 
But I must underscore here that I am speaking from a position of first-hand knowledge regarding 
the great human qualities and struggles of Nascimento, whom I first met forty-nine years ago, in 
1961, in Havana, Cuba.  In that long stretch, we have been close friends and partners in our 
respective struggles on behalf of the civil rights of the black populations of our countries - Brazil, in 
his case, Cuba, in mine.   
 
Human and Civil Rights Champion 
    
Everyone in Brazil knows that for seven decades, Nascimento´s voice has always been in the 
forefront of those that were raised to denounce the socio-racial iniquities prevalent in the Republic 
of Brazil. For instance, as a member of Congress, he introduced the first bills of law defining racial 
discrimination as a crime and creating affirmative action policies to bridge the huge gap existing in 
Brazil is respect of the black and white races. However, I have always known Nascimento to be 
concerned about the violations of human and/or civil rights anywhere in the world.  
 
An instance of the latter was his Open Letter of October 30, 2009, to the President of Cuba, 
General Raúl Castro Ruz, requesting the immediate release of jailed black civil rights leader, Dr. 
Darsi Ferrer, a physician.  I cite this particular episode because it illustrated the fact that, in spite of 
his advanced age, Nascimento continues to be as concerned as ever about the ongoing struggles the 
world over to implement the principles enshrined in the United Nations´ Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  
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International Political and Diplomatic Actions 
 
However, there is also an international dimension to Nascimento´s contributions. Besides his well-
known commitment to the struggle for human and civil rights in Brazil, his contributions extend as 
well into the areas of politics, the arts, culture, diplomacy and academia, affecting situations outside 
of his own country. 
 
Overall, Nascimento has always been a decisive voice in favor of the establishment of symbiotic ties 
between Brazil and the continent that is ancestral to more than half of the Brazilian population. 
Nascimento used his position in Congress to force the Brazilian government to take a hard stand 
in respect of the white minority regimes in South Africa and present-day Zimbabwe (former 
Rhodesia), and against the apartheid practices the latter imposed in those countries.  
 
Similarly, his influence in Congress served to create awareness regarding the legitimacy of the 
national liberation struggles then unfolding in the Portuguese-held territories (Guinea-Bissau, 
Angola, Mozambique and São Tomé & Principe), as well as in current-day Namibia (former South 
West Africa). Nascimento has been an unflinching anti-colonialist militant. That, too, is part of his 
political and diplomatic legacy.  
 
A Defender of the African Legacy in Brazil 
 
At home, Nascimento has been a diehard defender of the centrality of African culture and its 
legacy to the New World; defending African-religions long despised and persecuted; standing up 
on behalf of African cultural and artistic traditions, such as the Capoeira art-style which is today 
recognized internationally but was once criminalized in Brazil; and in general defending all aspects 
of the legacy of Africa in Brazil.  
 
The African legacy has also been at the core of the innovative theatrical experience Nascimento 
inaugurated as founder of the Experimental Black Theater (TEN), in the 1940s; and, in the 1970s, 
it became the fulcrum of his own artistic expression as a painter.  
 
In other words, Africa - and the defense of its heritage, traditions and legacy -, has always been at 
the center of every single action that Nascimento has undertaken over the past seven decades.  
 
A Generous Humanist 
 
A profoundly generous man, Nascimento values friendship and honors truth; he has never 
hesitated to place personal comfort behind a life-long dedication to the cause of Humankind. 
Abdias Nascimento is truly a Renaissance man, who ranks alongside all those who have been 
recognized - in every country and of every race -, as the most salient humanists of the 20th Century. 
That he still continues to be, at this beginning of the 21st Century, a voice that always speaks out on 
behalf of the oppressed and the dispossessed, is a manifestation of the solidity of those values that 
have made this human being such a precious gift to humanity. 
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This nomination recognizes this great fighter for freedom’s decades-long struggle for human rights, 
racial equality and social inclusion of the majority black population of Brazil; his political activism 
as member of the Brazilian Federal Senate and House of Deputies; his fight for the assertion of 
African and Diaspora culture and history as professor and educator; his work as an artist (poetry, 
theater and painting); and his passionate work to defend the human dignity and liberty of all 
peoples, and not solely in Brazil. 
  
For all of these reasons, the Nobel Peace Prize Committee would be paying tribute not solely to 
Abdias Nascimento, by awarding him the Nobel Peace Prize for 2010, but would also be honoring 
the efforts of all those who, on the continent of Africa and everywhere in the African Diaspora, 
have dedicated their lives to make sure that all people of African descent enjoyed the rights and the 
respect due them as members of the Human congregation.  
  
 With sincere regards, 
 

Dr. Carlos Moore Wedderburn 


