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Dear Dr. Lundestad, 

 

 I am greatly pleased and honored to endorse in the strongest terms the nomination of Professor 

Abdias Nascimento for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize in complete agreement with the letter of nomination 

presented by Professor Clóvis Brigagão. 

 The extensive record and expansive range of his work and accomplishments in the fields of human 

rights, art, education, scholarship, politics, and cultural recovery and preservation over a period of 75 years 

represent an outstanding and enduring legacy highly deserving of the special international recognition the 

Nobel Prize offers. Professor Nascimento has given his life to the difficult and often dangerous struggle to 

secure justice and equality for the people of African descendent of Brazil who are the majority population.  

He has used his art, literature, drama, political office, educational positions and scholarly initiatives to 

secure and defend their human rights, to recover and speak their special cultural truth and to enhance their 

capacity and opportunities to make their own unique contribution to the forward thrust for freedom, justice, 

equality and human good in Brazil and the world. 

 At the heart and center of his work is the reaffirmation and defense of the dignity and rights of 

African people and thus the rights and dignity of the human person in all his/her varied identities.  Likewise, 

Professor Nascimento’s work and struggle in the interest of African people has at the same time helped to 

push Brazil forward toward a real and robust practice of justice and equality and a democracy not defined by 

racial restriction, discrimination and disadvantages. Moreover, his work in education and art, dedicated to 

teaching an expansive, valid and dignity-affirming truth of the African initiative and experience in the 

world, is not only of inestimable value to Africans in Brazil and around the world, but a needed and 

necessary contribution to Brazilian society’s and humanity’s understanding of themselves in diverse, 

rightful and enriching ways. 

 Thus, Professor Nascimento’s work on behalf of African people has a larger meaning for humanity 

itself. And he is not only an able and honored spokesman and defender of Africans in Brazil and the world, 

but also and equally a spokesman and defender of all those oppressed, denied human rights, and whose 

culture and well-being are under constant and various assaults in the world.  He has spent his life in worthy 

service, honoring the ancient African ethical imperative found in the Husia that calls on us “to bear witness 

to truth and set the scales of justice in their proper place among those who have no voice”.  And in this 

noble vocation of 75 years, Professor Nascimento has laid firm and formidable ground for this special 

recognition for which he has been deservedly nominated. 
 

      Respectfully, 

 

        

 

      Dr. Maulana Karenga, Professor  

      Department of Africana Studies 
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